[Differential diagnosis of chronic hepatitis. Active chronic hepatitis--chronic destructive cholangitis?].
Analysis of the enzyme pattern in 34 patients with liver histology indicating porto-periportal inflammation showed two statistically well differentiated groups: 20 patients with clinical suspicion of early chronic active hepatitis and 14 patients with suspected chronic destructive cholangitis. The course of the disease and the response to immunosuppressive treatment were quite different in the two groups. For differentiation of the early stages of chronic active hepatitis and chronic destructive cholangitis correct interpretation of the enzyme pattern is of great importance. It is also relevant for the decision to use long term immunosuppressive treatment.